February 15, 2011

The Hon. James M. Flaherty, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Finance

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

By Email: Flaherty.J@parl.gc.ca
Dear Minister Flaherty:

We request that, in the budget that you are presently preparing, your government stop
providing funding to the Chrysotile Institute.

The Institute is registered as a lobby group for the asbestos industry and promotes the use
of asbestos.

Chrysotile asbestos is the only form of asbestos sold today and, like all forms of asbestos,
is known to cause cancer and other diseases. Industrialized countries such as Canada have
stopped using asbestos because of the health risks and the high economic costs it entails.
Over 50 countries have banned chrysotile asbestos. The industry is therefore
endeavouring to increase sales in developing countries.

Chrysotile asbestos is almost entirely used for asbestos-cement building materials. The
World Health Organization (WHO) and others have expressed deep concern that these
construction materials are like time bombs that are widely dispersed amongst millions of
people and put into schools and homes, where they will cause harm to health for decades
to come.

The WHO, the Canadian Medical Association, the Canadian Public Health Association,
the Canadian Cancer Society and the Canadian Lung Association, amongst others, have
clearly stated that the only way to protect populations from asbestos-related diseases is to
end all use of asbestos.

We therefore strongly recommend that funding previously given to the Chrysotile
Institute be redirected towards the adoption of a comprehensive strategy to address all
aspects of the asbestos issue, including:

— immediately setting a clear timetable for phasing out the use and export of
asbestos

— the implementation of a national surveillance system to track health outcomes of
people who have been exposed to asbestos

— the creation of a public registry of buildings that contain asbestos

— the provision of transition support for affected communities

— the inclusion of chrysotile asbestos on the Rotterdam Convention's Prior Informed
Consent List (for hazardous substances)



We ask your government to cease funding the Chrysotile Institute and to cease supporting
the export of asbestos to the developing world.

We hope to receive your positive response.

Monsieur le Ministre,

Dans le cadre du budget que vous préparez en ce moment, nous demandons a votre
gouvernement de cesser de financer I’Institut du chrysotile. L’ Institut est enregistré a titre
de groupe de pression de I’industrie de I’amiante, un produit dont il encourage
I’utilisation.

Le chrysotile est la seule forme d’amiante en vente de nos jours et, comme tout type
d’amiante, il est reconnu comme une cause de cancer et d’autres maladies. Les pays
industrialisés comme le Canada ont cessé d’utiliser I’amiante a cause des risques pour la
santé et des colts élevés qu’elle entraine. Plus de 50 pays ont interdit le chrysotile.
L’industrie tente par conséquent d’accroitre ses ventes dans les pays en développement.

Le chrysotile est presque uniquement utilisé dans les matériaux de construction en
amiante-ciment. L’Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS) et d’autres groupes
s’inquietent profondément que ces matériaux s’apparentent a des bombes a retardement
dispersees a grande échelle parmi des millions de gens, dans des écoles et des résidences,
ou ils nuiront a la santé pendant des décennies.

Entre autres organismes, I’OMS, I’ Association médicale canadienne, I’ Association
canadienne de santé publique, la Société canadienne du cancer et I’ Association
pulmonaire du Canada ont clairement affirmé que la seule fagon de protéger la population
des maladies liées a I’amiante est de cesser d’utiliser celui-ci sous toutes ses formes.

Par conséquent, nous recommandons fortement que les fonds jusqu’ici accordés a
I’Institut du chrysotile soient réorientés vers I’adoption d’une stratégie globale qui couvre
toutes les questions liées a I’amiante, dont :

- larédaction d’un échéancier clair pour I’élimination progressive de I’exportation de
I’amiante;

- la mise sur pied d’un systeme national de surveillance qui suive I’état de santé des
personnes exposees a I’amiante;

- lacréation d’un registre public des batiments contenant de I’amiante;

- I’appui a la transition pour les communautés touchees;



- I’ajout du chrysotile a la liste de la Convention de Rotterdam sur la procédure de
consentement prealable (applicable a certains produits dangereux).

Nous vous demandons donc de cesser de financer I’Institut du chrysotile et de ne plus
appuyer I’exportation de I’amiante dans le monde en développement.

Dans I’attente d’une réponse positive de votre part, nous vous prions d’agréer

I’expression de nos sentiments distingués.

Tracy Ford

AREA Fund Co-Founder
Asbestos-related Research, Education
and Advocacy Fund
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Dr Jean-Francois Lajoie
Président
Association médicale du Québec
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Peter Goodhand
President and Chief Executive Officer
Canadian Cancer Society

Paul-Emile Cloutier
Secretary General and Chief Executive

Officer
Canadian Medical Association
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Yv Bonnier Viger

Président de I'Association des médecins
spécialistes en santé communautaire du
Québec
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Gideon Forman

Executive Director

Canadian Association of Physicians for
the Environment
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Heather Borquez

President and Chief Executive Officer
Canadian Lung Association

Debra Lynkowski
Chief Executive Officer
Canadian Public Health Association



Robert Katzko

Founder

The Canadian Society for Asbestos
Victims

Peter Robinson
Chief Executive Officer
David Suzuki Foundation

Diana Daghofer
Co-Chair
Prevent Cancer Now
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Larry Hubich
President
Saskatchewan Federation of Labour
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Cathy Walker
Member of Board of Directors
Toxic Free Canada
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Maude Barlow
National Chairperson
The Council of Canadians
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Ramsey Hart
Canada Program Coordinator
MiningWatch Canada
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Kathleen Ruff
Founder
RightOnCanada.ca
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John Bennett
Executive Director
Sierra Club Canada

James Brophy, PhD
Toxic Free Canada - Ontario
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Margaret Keith, PhD
Toxic Free Canada - Ontario

Penni Stewart

President

Canadian Association of University
Teachers

Laura Maclagan

President, EBOSS (McGill University
Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and
Occupational Health Student Society)

Dave Ritchie

General Vice President

International Association of Machinists
and Aerospace Workers Canada

Olga Speranskaya

Director

KAN Centre for Environment and
Development

Correspondence c/o:

Canadian Cancer Society
116 Albert Street, Suite 1010
Ottawa, ON K1P 5G3
613-565-2522

Dr Eric Notebaert MD

Directeur

Association Canadienne des Médecins
pour I'Environnement

Elisabeth Garant
Directrice générale
Centre justice et foi

Sheela Samat Spohn

President

India Canada Association — Waterloo
Region

Albert Le Monnier

3rd Vice President

International Longshore and Warehouse
Union - Canada

Alec Farquhar

Managing Director

Occupational Health Clinics for Ontario
Workers



